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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 


MR.BURKE'S  SPEECH, 


5       S  I  R, 

THERE  was  a  time  when  yourplaufibility  im- 
pofed  on    the  world,  and  when  the  public 
>_  ;  miftook  your  fpecious  profeflions  for  real  integrity. 
J  The  delufion  is  now  pad;  and  if  your  conduct  had 
not  taught  me  to  diftruft  all  your  a&ions,  and  to 
dilbelieve  all  your  aflertions,    I  might  have  been 
foolilh  enough  to  have  given  you  fome  credit  for 
your  zeal  in  promoting  Mr.  Fox's  India  Bill,  and 
for  your   candour  in  publifhing  your  fpecch.     I 
might   have  been  weak  enough  to   think,  that, 
touched  by  the  fufferings  of  the  opprefled  natives 
of  India,  your  fenfibility  had  warmed  you  to  a  ve- 
hemence of  language,  which  your  cooler  moments 
had  condemned  ;  and  that  reflecting  on  the  mean- 
B  nets 
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tiefs  of  detracting  characters,  in  a  place  where  you 
could  not  be  called  to  an  account,  you  had  gene- 
roufly  determined  to  publifh  your  fpeech,  in  order 
to  afford  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  your  abufe, 
and  obviating  your  calumny.  I  fay,  Sir,  fuch 
might  have  been  my  opinion  of  your  motives  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  if  you  had  not  made  it  mani- 
feft  to  me  and  all  the  world,  that  talking  is  your 
trade  •*  that  you  have  long  ago  bartered  every 
principle  of  honour,  for  the  fordid  confideration 
of  felf  intereft  •,  that  the  invectives  of  your  fpeech 
were  dictated  as  much  by  the  malevolence  of  your 
difpofition,  as  in  aid  of  your  party ;  and  that  your 
vanity  and  malignity  excited  you  to  publifh  it. 
By  the  former  you  were  flattered  with  a  belief,  that 
your  oratory  would  dignify  abufe ;  and  by  the  latter 
you  were  led  to  hope,  that  though  your  falfehoods 
might  not  pafs  without  detection,  yet  they  would 
make  an  impreflion  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Compa- 
ny and  their  fervants. 

I  MIGHT  almoft  truft  to  the  univerfal  contempt 
of  your  character,  for  an  affurance  that  your  fpeech 
will  be  little  read,  and  lefs  regarded :  But  fmce  it 
has  become  a  general  practice,  to  impute  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company  and  their  fervants,  every 
fpecies  of  crime  that  can  difgrace  the  human  cha- 
racter, and  fmce  you,  Sir,  have  been  particularly 
guilt?  of  this  unjuftifiable  liberty,  I  fhall  take 
leave  to  offer  a  few  ftiort  remarks  on  fome  pal- 
pable 


(    3    ) 

pable  falfehoods,  which  you  have  ventured  to  give 
to  the  public  as  abfolute  facts:  I  fhall  pafs  over 
the  greateft  part  of  your  affected  declamation  (for 
it  cannot  be  called  reafoning)  on  the  chartered  rights 
of  men^  and  content  myfelf  with  obferving  on  fuch 
parts  only,  as  have  fomething  like  argument  for 
their  fupport.  In  page  9  you  fay,  "  I  ground  my- 
"  felf  on  this  principle,  that  if  the  abufe  is  proved, 
"  the  contract  is  broken,  and  we  re-enter  into  all 
'*  our  rights."  An  Englim  lawyer  will  tell  you, 
Sir,  that  your  principle  is  erroneous,  and  that  a 
charter  does  not  become  forfeited,  though  its  pri- 
vileges mould  be  abufed.  But  I  will  not  avail  my- 
felf even  of  your  errors:  I  will  combat  your  pofi- 
tion  in  its  moft  extenfive  meaning,  and  anfwer  it 
by  faying,  you  mud,  in  juftice  and  in  equity,  prove 
the  abufe,  before  you  can  act  on  yourown  principles. 
Now,  Sir,  I  repeat  what  you  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  in  the  Houfe,  and  out  of  it,  a  thoufand 
times,  that  the  abufe  has  not  been  proved,  that  it 
has  never  been  attempted  to  be  proved^  and  that  it 
is  not  evenjlatid'm  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  which 
deftroy's  the  Company's  charter.  In  the  fame  page 
you  add,  "  When  we  have  perfected  the  plan  laid 
"  down  before  us  by  the  right  honourable  mover, 
"  the  world  will  then  fee  what  it  is  we  deftroy>  and 
"  what  it  is  we  create"  Thank  God,  the  world 
faw  before  you  had  perfected  your  plan,  what  you 
meant  to  deftroy,  and  what  you  meant  to  create ; 
and  by  this  forefight,  you  have  been  prevented 
B  2  from 
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from  deftroying  the  rights  of  the  Company,  and 
creating  an  unconftitutional  power  in  the  Engliih 
government,  I  am  not  very  ambitious  of  coincid- 
ing with  you  in  opinion,  for  very  obvious  reafons, 
and  therefore  when  I  do  agree  with  you  in  any  fen- 
timent,  I  mall  not  be  fufpected  of  partiality.  As 
a  proof  of  it,  I  entirely  accede  to  your  obferva- 
tion,  that  "  nothing  is  to  be  found  in  any  habits 
"  of  life  or  education,  which  tends  wholly  to  dif- 
"  qualify,  men  for  the  functions  of  government, 
"  hut  a  fpirit  and  habit  of  low  cabal  and  intrigue, 
"  which  are  never  united  with  a  capacity  for  found 
*'  and  manly  policy."  This  is  fo  very  juft,  that  I 
perfectly  agree  with  you,  no  inftance  of  it  was  ever 
fJeen,;  and  I  do  verily  believe,  that  if  your  vanity 
would  permit  you  to  fee  yourfelf,  you  would  not 
make  an  exception  to  this  general  rule  even  in 
your  own  favour. 

IN  page  12,  you  alTert,  that  "  With  very  few, 
"  and  thofe  inconfiderabley  intervals,  the  Britifh 
"  dominions,  either  in  the  Company's  name,  or 
"  in  the  names  of  Princes  abfolutely  dependent 
"  upon  the  Company,  extend  from  the  mountains 
"  that  feparate  India  from  Tartary,  to  Cape  Como- 
"  rin,  that  is  one  and  twenty  degrees  of  latitude." 
Now,  Sir,  in  Major  Rennel's  excellent  map,  from 
whence  I  doubt  not  you  derived  all  this  geographi- 
cal knowkdge,  which  you  fo  wonderfully  difplayed 
for  the  edification  of  the  country  gentlemen,  I  ob.-( 

iferve, 
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ferve,  not  the  it-cottfidnable  interval  Lut  the 
five  kingdoms  of  the Mahrattas,  the  Rajah  of  Be- 
rar,  the  Soubah  of  the  Deccan,  Hyder  Ally,  Nu- 
diff  Khan,  the  Seiks,  the  Jauts,  and  Abdallah, 
Khan,  which  are  totally 'independent  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  which  comprife  full  tw_o  thirds  of  that 
vaft  trad,  that  you  give  to  the  Company — Not 
that  they  may  abufe  the  gift,  but  that  you  may 
abufe  them.  This  remark  I  make,  not  for  the  fake 
of  cavilling  at  fuch  trifles  as  14  or  15  degrees  of 
latitude,  but  merely  to  mew,  that  when  you  wilh. 
to  deal  in  round  numbers  and  round  affcrtions,, 
you  make  no  fcruple  of  finking  kingdoms  in  your. 
account,  or  deftroying  them  by  famine  in  your 
defcription.  In  your  own  words,  "  fo  far  with 
"  regard  to  the  extent ;"  now  to  the  population, 
which,  as  you  obferve;  "  is  not  eafy  to  be  calcu- 
"  lated  :"  but  availing  yourfelf  of  that  facility  of 
calculation  and  affertion,  which  you  fo  eafily  make 
to  fuit  your  purpofe,you  add,  in  page  13,  "  When 
"  the  countries  of  which  it  iscompofed,  came  into 
'*  our  pofleffion,  they  were  all  eminently  well 
"  peopled,  and  eminently  produv5tive,  though  at 
"  that  time  co,nfiderably  declined  from  their  antient 
"  profperity.  But  fines  they  are  come  into  our 

**  hands ! !     Here,  Sir,  you  were  flopped,  no 

doubt,  by  your  humanity  ;  and  your  amiable  fenfi- 
bility  fhews  itfelf  in  the  beautiful  cllipfis  you  have 
chofen  to  interrupt  and  adorn  your  fiction.  But 
as  I  am  a  plain  unlettered  man,  not  verfcd  in  the 

powers 


powers  or  figures  of  rhetoric,  let  me  acquaint  you 
with  a  fimple  hiftorical  account  of  tbofe  countries 
which  did  come  in  our  poffefilon.  I  mu'ft  obferve, 
that  in  this  page,  you  have  been  Jtudieujly  and  art- 
fully obfcure.  If  your  calculation  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, include  all  the  countries  from  Tartary  to 
Cape  Comorin,  you  muft  fubtracY  twenty  millions 
for  the  countries  I  have  proved  not  to  belong  to 
us,  and  I  muft  again  red  vice  your  round  numbers 
to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  a  very 
fmall  pare  of  Orifia.  Now,  :Sir,  attend  to  the  ac- 
count which  an  *hiftorian  on  the  fpot,  gives  of 
thefe  provinces,  fd  eminently  productive,  and  fo 
eminently  peopled. 

"  THESE  laws  continued  in  full  force  till  the  in-' 
"  vafion  of  Nadir  Shah,  and  till  that  time,  there 
"  was  fcarce  a  better  adminiftered  government  in 
"  the  world.  The  manufactures,  commerce,  ag- 
11  riculture,  flourimed  exceedingly;  and  none  felt 
*'  the  hand  of  oppreffion,  but  thofe  who  were  dan- 
<e  gerous  by  their  wealth  or  power :  But  when 
46  the  governors  of  the  provinces  found  the  weak- 
"  nefs  of  the  Mogul,  and  ea'ch  fet  up  as  fovereign 
<c  in  his  own  province,  although  they  could  not 
"  break  through  thefe  immutable  laws,  they  inven- 
**  ted  new  taxes  under  new  names,  which  doubled 
**  or  trebled  the  original  ones,  and  which  the 

*Scrafton's  Indo,dan,  pcgc  ;^,  printed  1763. 
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"  landholder  was  obliged  to  levy  on  his  tenants. 
"  The  old  ftock  of  wealth  forfome  time  fupported 
•*  this ;  but  when  that  failed,  and  the  tenants  were 
"  ftill  prcfled  for  more,  they  borrowed  of  ufurers, 
*c  at  an  exorbitant  intereft  ;  and  the  government 
"  ftill  continuing  thefe  demand?,  the  lords  of  the 
'*  lands  were  obliged  to  do  the  fame :  but  as  all 
"  this  while  the  value  of  the  lands  did  not  increafe, 
"  the  confequence  was,  that  at  laft,  unable  to  pay 
<c  the  intereft  of  the  mortgages,  the  rents  were 
'*  feized  by  rapacious  ufurers.  The  government 
"  rinding  the  revenues  fall  ihorter  every  year,  at 
'*  laft/£#/  collectors  and  farmers  of  the  revenues  into 
"  the  provinces.  Thus  the  lord  of  the  land  was 
*'  divefted  of  the  power  over  his  country,  and  the 
"  tenants  expofed  to  mercilefs  plunderers  ;  till  the 
<l  farmer  and  manufacturer  finding  the  more  they 
*'  laboured  the  more  they  paid,  the  manufacturer 
**  would  work  no  more,  nor  the  farmer  cultivate 
"  no  more  than  was  neceflary  for  the  bare  fubjijience 
"  of  his  family.  Thus  this  once  fiourifhing  andplen- 
"  tiful  country,  has,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
"  betn  reduced  tofuch  mifery,  that  many  tboufands 
"  are  continually  pert/king  through  want.  The 
"  crown  lands  are  ftill  worfe  off,  let  out  to  the 
"  higheft  bidder ;  and  the  jaghire  lands  alone  re- 
"  main  unplundered.  Hence  that  equal  diftribu- 
"  tion  of  wealth  that  makes  the  happinefs  of  a  peo- 
"  pie,  and  fpreads  a  face  of  cheerfulnefs  and  plen- 
*'  ty  through  all  ranks,  has  now  ceafed ;  and  the 

"  riches 
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«-«  riches  of  the  country  are  fettled  partly  in  the 
<f  hands  of  a  few  ufurers  and  greedy  courtiers,  and 
^  the  reft,  is  carried  out  of  the  country  by  the  foreign 
*'  troops,  taken  into  pay  to  maintain  the  governors 
11  in  their  ufurpation.  This  unhappy  decay  the 
"  India  Company  have  already  experienced,  in  the 
"  decline  of  their  trade,  and  the  rife  and  pi  ice  of 
**  their  manufactures,  and  will,  I  fear,  experience 
'*  wore  and  mere  annually" 

ANOTHER  *hiftorian  fay?,  "  The  country  was 
"  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  wars,  and  groaned  under 
"  every  fpecies  of  domeftic  confufion.  Villainy 
<*•  was  practifed  in  every  form  •,  all  law  and  religion 
«'  were  trodden  under  foot  ;  the  bands  of  private 
<f  friendships  and  connections,  as  well  as  of  fociety 
"  and  government,  were  broken  ;  and  every  indi- 
*£  vidual,  as  if  amidft  a  foreft  of  wild  beads,  could 
"  rely  upon  nothing  but  the  ftrength  of  his  own 
«  arm." 

THIS,  Sir,  is  the  account  of  thefe  flourifliing 
and  profperous  countries,  before  the  Company 
had  any  Jhare  in  their  management.  But  as  you 
may  not,  perhaps,  approve  of  authorities  that  fo 
flatly  contradict  your  defcription,  allow  me  to  ap- 
peal to  another,  to  whom  you  can  have  no  objec- 
tion :  I  mean,  Sir,  the  unqueftionable  Mr.  Philip 

DOW'S  Hiflory  of  Hindoftan,  Appendix,  p?ge  57. 
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Francis;  the  man,  according  to  your  own  de- 
fcription,  ci  whofe  deep  reach  of  thought,  whofe 
"  large  legidative  conceptions,  and  whofe  grand 
"  plans  of  policy,  make  the  molt  mining  parts  of 
<f  your  reports."  After  informing  you  that  every 
department  of  the  (late  had  gone  into  confufion, 
from  the  death  of  Sujah  Khan,  in  the  year  1739 ; 
after  telling  you  of  the  depredations  of  the  ufurper 
Ally  Verdy  Khan,  of  the  ravages  and  incurfions  of 
the  Mahrattas,  of  the  invafion  of  the  Shah  Zadah, 
(the  prefent  Emperor,)  the  rebellion  of  the  Nabob 
of  Purneah,  and  many  other  Zemindars,  or  in  your 
phrafe,  native  Princes,  of  the  war  with  Cofllm  Ally 
Khan,  and  the  irruption  of  Sujah  Dowlah  into 
Bahar,  he  fays,  in  his  minute  of  the  22d  of  July, 
1776,  "It  muft  be  evident  from  the  preceding 
"  ftate  of  fads,  when  the  dewannee  was  ceded  to 
c<  the  Company,  the  country  was  already  in  a  very 
44  reduced  condition,  by  a  quick  fuccefiion  of  wars 
"  and  revolutions,  large  fums  carried  away,  ancient 
"  eft abli foments  overthrown,  great  numbers  of  Zemin- 
"  dars  difyoffeffed  and  reduced  to  beggary ',  and  heads 
"  of  families  murdered*  It  would  be  an  endlefs  and 
difgufting  fatigue,  to  follow  you  minutely  thro* 
all  your  labyrinths  of  mifreprefentation,  and  there- 
fore I  mall  difmifs  your  next  paragraph  as  to  the 
quality  and  defcription  of  the  inhabitants,  with 
remarking,  that  it  is  a  pretty  fanciful  paiTage, 
which  will  do  very  well  to  adorn  your  next  edition 
of  the  ftory  of  little  Red  Riding  Hood. 

I* 


IN  page  j  6,  you  boldly  afTerf,  "  I  engage  my- 
**  feif  to  you,  to  make  good  thefe  pofitions.  Firft, 
**  I  fay,  that  from  Mount  Imaus  to  Cape  Comorin, 
**  there  is  not  a  Jingle  Prince,  ftate  or  potentate, 
"  great  or  fmall,  with  whom  they  have  come  in 
il  contaft,  whom  they  have  not  fold.  Secondly, 
*'  I  fay,  there  is  not  a  Jingle  treaty  they  have  ever 
ft  made,  which  they  have  not  broken.  Thirdly, 
ct  I  fay,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  Prince  or  ftate, 
"  who  ever  put  their  truft  in  the  Company,  who 
*6  is  not  utterly  ruined  :"  and  thefe  aftertions,  you 
add,  are  in  the  "  full  fenfe  univerfol."  Now,  Sir, 
if  I  had  not  a  much  greater  regard  to  decency, 
than  you  have  (hewn  on  this  and  many  other  oc- 
cafions,  I  (hould  not  content  myfelf  with  barely 
laying  that  every  afiertion  is  falfe  ;  I  ihould  ufe  a 
much  harfher  epithet :  but  the  dignity  of  my  own 
character,  forbids  me  imitating  fo  unworthy  an 
example.  The  pledges  you  have  offered  to  the 
Ho  ufe,  have  been  fa  notoriouily  made  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  the  day,  that  they  are  no  more  re- 
garded, than  the  cries  of  the  fhepherd  in  the  fable. 
Witnefs  your  repeatedly  engaging  yourfelf  to 
bring  Lord  North  to  the  block :  Witnefs  your 
engaging  yourfelf  to  prove  Mr.  Haftings  a  delin- 
quent. Have  you  yet  done  either  ?  And  will  you 
ftill  dare  to  infult  the  Houfe  and  the  public,  with 
thefe  empty  boafts?  But  that  you  may  not  have 
the  fhadow  of  a  plea  for  the  prefumption  of  this 
folemn*  engagement,  I  will  prove  that  the  reverfe 
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of  your  proportion  is  the  truth.  Major  Scott,  in 
his  reply  to  your  fpeech,  has  proved  the  falfehood 
of  your  afiertion,  and  your  panegyric  on  "  the 
"  great "  Mogul ;  and  therefore  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  this  ''high  perfonage"  had  been  a  ttate 
prifoner,  together  with  his  father  and  all  the  fami- 
ly, in  the  hands  of  the  Vizier  of  Oude  j  that  he 
had  been  deprived  of  his  throne,  his  kingdom,  and 
his  crown,  for  years  before  the  Company  had  the 
management  of  the  country ;  that  he  had  been 
perfecuted  by  the  Vizier,  till,  as  he  fatd  in  a  letter 
to  Colonel  Clive,  "  *he  had  not  left  him  a  fpot 
"  to  reft  on  ;"  that  in  diftrefs  and  indigence,  he  ap- 
plied to  Lord  Clive  in  the  year  1765,  who  afiigned 
him  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  Allahabad,  with 
a  ftipend  of  twenty-fix  lacks  of  rupees.  Thefe  he 
enjoyed  as  long  as  he  remained  under  our  protec- 
tion, which  was  the  condition  of  the  alignment : 
And  I  would  wifh  you  to  remark,  Sir,  that  this 
high  perfonage,  on  quitting  our  protection,  fell 
again  into  that  mifery  from  which  we  had  refcued 
him,  and  is,  unfortunately  for  you  and  himfelf, 
a  (Inking  inftance  to  prove  the  falfenefs  of  your 
afiertion  :  for  he  broke  the  treaty  with  the  Compa- 
ny :  he  trufted  the  Company,  and  was  affluent  whilft 
he  confided  in  that  truft ;  be  "withdrew  it  bimfclf, 
transferred  it  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  then,  and  only 
iy  was  ruined. 

:4Scraftou's  Indoftan,  pages  nzand  nS. 
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MAJOR.  Scott  has  repeatedly  refuted  your  afTer- 
tion  of  the  fale  of  the  Rohillas,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
pafs  it  over,  to  come  to  your  account  fales  in  pa»s 
19;  and  here,  Sir,  ic  is  impofiible  (to  ufe  your 
own  elegant  apoflrophe)  not  to  paufe  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  reflect  on  the  falfity  and  futility  of  this 
paragraph,  where  there  is  fuch  a  trifling  childifh 
play  on  the  word  fate,  that  one  would  really  ima- 
gine it  had  made  the  fame  imprefiion  on  your  fen- 
iorium,  as  the  word  ivhijkers  did  on  the  Queen  of 
Navarre  in  Triftram  Shandy,  and  that  you  had  in- 
dulged yourfelf  in  a  parody  of  that  ludicrous  au- 
thor, rather  than  been  fpeaking  on  an  important 
fubject  to  an  auguft  aflcjnbly.  Really,  Sir,  it  is 
difficult  to  confider  with  temper,  either  the  matter 
of  this  paragraph,  or  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  exprefTed  it.  The  tyrant  Surajah  Dowlah, 
who  perhaps  may  have  recommended  himfelf  to 
you,  by  his  inhuman  murder  of  an  hundred  of  the 
Company^  fervants,  not  only  never  fulfilled  the 
conditions  of  his  treaty  with  the  Company,  but 
had  fcarcely  concluded  it,  -fwhen  he  wrote  for 
Morifieur  Bufly,  who  commanded  a  large  French 
army  in  the  Deccan,  with  whom  he  intended  to 
join  his  forces,  and  attack  us  the  moment  Admiral 
Watfon's  fquadron  and  forces  left  the  river.  He 
kept  a  large  army  at  Plafly  :  He  ordered  Meer 
Jaffierto  join  it  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  and 

fScrafton'sIndoftan,  pages  70  and  S^. 
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pTomifed  him  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  if  he  proved 
victorious.  He  fent  for  Monfieor  Laws  from 
Patna,  to  aflift  him  in  this  enterprize.  He  turned 
our  ambafTador  out  of  his  court.  He  protected 
openly  the  French  troops  under  Monfieur  Laws, 
whilft  we  were  at  war  with  that  nation,  and  al- 
lowed that  gentleman  ten '  thoufand  rupees  a 
month.  He  fearched  the  fa6tory  at  Coffimbuzar, 
in  time  of  profound  peace.  He  refufed  a  free 
paflage  to  the  Englifh  through  the  country,  and 
would  not  pay  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  fum, 
wh;ch,  by  treaty,  he  bound  himfelf  to  difcharge, 
for  his  fhameful  and  unjuftifiable  plunder  of  Cal- 
cutta. Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  real  caufes  of  renew- 
ing the  war  with  Surajah  Dowlah,  which  you  are 
not  afliamed  to  call  a  breach  of  treaty  of  the 
F.nglifh  Company,  and  a  fale  of  that  inhuman  ty- 
rant. Meer  Jaffier  had  married  a  fitter  of  Ally 
Verdy  Khan,  and  from  this  alliance  he  was  pointed 
out,  both  by  the  minifters  and  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  as  the  propereft  perfon  to  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  mufnud,  on  which  he  was  placed  after 
the  battle  of  Plafly.  He  had  not  been  feated  there 
long,  when,  the  *hiftorian  I  have  already  quoted, 
fays,  "  He  fcemed  to  look  on  us  rather  as  rivals 
"  than  allies ;  and  his  firft  thoughts  were  how  to 
*'  check  our  power,  and  evade  the  execution  of  the 
*'  treaty."  After  enumerating  many  inftances  of 

*Scrafton's  Indoftan,  page  99. 
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perfidy  in  Meer  Jaffier,  and  exhibiting  what  he 
juftly  calls  "  *a  fcene  of  plots  and  confpiraciesj 
"  wherein  the  feveral  actors  diiplayed  the  arts  of 
"'  treachery  and  diflimulation,  with  all  the  refined 
*'  fubtility  of  eaftern  politicians,"  he  relates  the 
invafion  of  the  Shah  Zadah,  (prefent  Mogul,) 
who  had  been  joined  by  the  forces  of  the  Soubah 
of  (Dude's  brother,  and  the  French  party  under 
Monfieur  Laws.  With  this  army  he  laid  fiege  to 
the  city  of  Patna,  and  was  very  near  carrying  the 
place,  when  the  appearance  of  Colonel  Clive  oblig- 
ed him  to  raife  it.  "  -j-Thus,"  continues  Mr. 
Scrafton,  •'  was  the  Soubah  once  more  indebted 
"  to  us  for  his  life  and  government,  both  which 
"  muft  have  inevitably  fallen,  but  for  this  vigo- 
"  rous  effort  ;  for  fo  little  able  was  he  to  fttpport 
*'  himfe!f>  that  far  from  joining,  his  troops  lur- 
44  rounded  him,  and  refuted  to  march,  till  they 
"  had  all  their  arrears,  and  two  months  pay  ad-- 
"  vanced  them."  This  weak  Prince,  who,  fofar 
from  being  ruined  by  the  truft  he  put  in  the  Com- 
pany, according  to  your  doctrine,  was,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  unable  to  exift  without 
their  protection ;  and  in  a  few  years,  had  brought 
both  the  Company  and  the  country  into  fuch  a 
diftrefsful  fituation,  by  his  mifconduct  and  mif- 
management,  that  certain  deftruction  would  have 
attended  both,  if  he  had  not  been  removed  from 

*Scraftoti'»  Indoftan,  page  105,         flbidj  page  115. 
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his  adminiftration.  For  at  this  time  Mr.  Vanfit- 
tart,  who  was  the  author  of  the  revolution  in  fa- 
vour of  Meer  Coflim,  declares,  that  "  *his  affairs 
"  were  in  fo  confufed  and  impoverished  a  ftate, 
"  that  in  all  human  appearance,  another  month 
<;  could  hardly  have  run  through,  before  he  would 
<c  have  been  cut  off  by  his  own  Seapoys,  and  the 
"  city  become  a  ictne  of  plunder  and  difordcr,  the 
**•  Nabob  having  made  no  further  proviiion  for 
<c  the  payment  of  the  long  arrears  due  to  his  peo- 
"  pie,  after  Cofiim  Ally  Khan  had  freed  him 
c<  from  his  former  extremity  •,"  when  his  life  was 
threatened,  and  would  have  been  taken  away,  by 
his  mutinous  troops,  if  Coflim  had  not,  at  "  -f-thac 
*'  time,  paid  a  large  fum  out  of  his  own  treafury." 
Jaffier  not  only  evaded  the  treaty  he  made  with  the 
Company,  as  Mr.  Scrafton  relates,  but  he  violated 
it  in  feveral  in  (lances.  JHe  had  been  fcarce 
feated  in  his  government,  when  he  entered  into  a 
fecret  negociation  with  the  Dutch,  to  introduce  an 
armament  in  the  provinces,  to  deftroy  our  power 
and  influence.  He  meditated  a  fecret  treaty  with 
the  Shah  Zadah,  and  offered  to  facrifice  us  to  that 
Prince.  .§He  alfo  was  near  carrying  into  execution 
a  fecret  treaty  with  the  Mahrattas,  which  would 
have  proved  the  total  destruction  of  the  country, 
if"  it  had  not  been  prevented.  H  Notwithstanding 

*Helwcll's  Tra&s,  3d  edition,  page  95.      flbid.      JIbid,  p.  21- 
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thefe  initances  of  infidelity  and  ingratitude,  the  go* 
vernment  of  Bengal  were  averie  from  taking  via* 
lent  meafures  againft  Meer  Jaffier  :  but  at  laft  his 
conduct  became  fo  weak  and  wicked,  that  Mr. 
Vanfittart  and  his  committee,  had  no  other  alter- 
native, than  either  to  lofe  the  country,  or  remove 
him  from  his  government.  In  this  critical  fitua- 
tion,  they  refolved  to  transfer  the  adminiftration 
to  his  fon  in  law,  Coflim  Ally  Khan  ;  and  Meer 
Jaffier  came  down  to  Calcutta,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived and  treated  with  all  poflible  refpedt  and  at- 
tention ;  and  where,  as  the  *Governor  obfervts 
in  his  letter  to  the  council,  "  the  days  of  his  eafe 
"  did  him  more  honour,  than  thofe  of  his  power.'* 
In  this  fituation  he  remained  quiet  and  happy,  till 
the  war  with  Coffim  Ally  Khan  broke  out,  when 
he  was  again  reftored  to  the  mufnud,  and  foon  af- 
ter died.  To  him  fucceeded  his  fon  Nudjum  ul 
Dowlah,  who  lived  but  a  fhort  time,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  brother  Syf  ul  Dowlah,  who  likewife 
died  very  foon  ;  and  to  him  fucceeded  his  younger 
brother,  the  prefent  Nabob,  Mobaruk  ul  Dowlah. 
Not  a  tittle  of  the  treaties  with  any  of  thefe  Princes 
has  been  broken  ;  and  though  they  may  not  have 
lived  in  as  much  fplendor  as  their  predeceflbrs,  it 
is  certain  they  have  lived  in  fufficient  affluence^ 
and  with  much  mofe  dafe  and  happinefs. 
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IN  this  Very  particular  account  of  bargain  and 
fale,  which  you  have  given  to  prove  your  fecond 
and  third  univerfal  aiTerdons,  of  a  fingle  treaty 
never  having  been  made,  which  had  not  been 
broken,  nor  afingle  Prince  or  ftate,  who  ever  put 
any  truft  in  the  Company,  not  being  ruined,  it  is 
Ibmewhat  fingular  that  you  fhould  omit  Sujah 
Dowlah,  theSoubah  of  OLK'C;  his  rank  in  the  em- 
pire, certainly  entitled  him  to  the  next  place  to 
that  "  high  perfonage,"  the  Great  Mogul :  but 
perhaps  you  were  fo  dazzled  by  looking  at  this 
pinnacle  of  "  human  veneration?  that  you  wer< 
blind  to  an  inferior  object.  Allow  me,  therefore, 
to  prefent  him  to  your  recovered  fenfcs,  as  ano- 
ther inconteftible  proof  of  the  falfity  of  your  afier- 
tions.  The  Company  not  only  never  violated  the 
treaty  with  him,  but,  as  General  Smith  and  Sir 
Robert  Barker  will  tell  you,  who  commanded  the 
army  on  two  different  occafions,  preferved  his  do- 
minions from  the  invafions  of  trie  Mahrattas.  Nay, 
more,  Sir ;  by  his  alliance  with  the  Company,  he 
gained  more  territory,  and  died  in  pofiefilon  of 
more  wealth  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs. 

MAJOR  Scott  has  refuted  and  expofed  all  the 
reft  of  your  jargon  of  fales  of  the  Mahrattas  agd 
Ragobah,  the  Pailhwa  and  Rajah  of  Berar,  &c- 
He  has  alfo  replied  to  the  moft  material  parts  of 
the  reft  of  your  fpeech  ;  and  as  you  have  been  fuf- 
ficiently  convicted  of  mifreprcfentation,  to  difcre- 
C  die 


dit  the  whole  of  your  performance,  I  mould  take 
my  kave  of  you,  fathfied  with  the  affurance,  that 
thofe  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  reading  this 
Letter,  will  be  convinced  I  have  made  good  my 
promife,  of  proving  from  hiftorical  fafls,  the  fal- 
fity  of  your  afifertions  j  but,  Sir,  impoflible  as  it  is, 
to  follow  your  wild  imagination  with  any  degree  of 
regularity,  or  to  foar  as  high  as  your  fertile  genius 
carries  you  into  the  regions  of  fancy  and  fiction,  I 
cannot  forbear  an  attempt  to.attend  your  flight  a 
little  farther,  though  at  an  humble  diltance. 

IN  the  notice  you  take  of  the  Company's  inter- 
nal government,  you  draw  a  comparifon  between 
it,  and  that  of  the  conquerors  who  preceded  us  in 
India-,  and  after  indulging  yourfelf,  as  ufual,  in 
many  rhetorical  flourifhes  and  fimilies,  amongft 
which  you  can  find  none  fo  fuitable  to  the  Com- 
pany and  their  fervants,  as  the  ourang,  outan, 
and  the  tiger,  you  kindly  decide  in  favour  of  the 
Arabs,  Tartars,  and  Perfians.  You  then  draw  a 
hideous  caricature  of  the  gentlemen  who  go  to 
India,  and  having  loaded  them  with  every  term 
of  abufe,  both  in  metaphor  and  hyperbole,  you 
apologize,  with  your  native  modefty,  to  truth 
ahd  nature,  for  the  moderation  of  your  temper ; 
and  with  the  fame  unaffuming  grace  allure  us,  that 
you  are  thus  gentle,  for  fear  of  being  thought  like 
Tacitus  and  Machiavel,  not  to  difapprove  of  the 
crimes  you  defcribe,  Here  are  no  lefs  than  three 
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pages  of  intolerable  abufe,  on  the  leys,  as  you 
call  them,  who  are  fent  to  India;  but  happily  for 
them,  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  whole;  and  I 
cannot  conceive  why  you  {hould  have  been  fo  very 
Jplenetic  with  the  poor  lads,  unlefs  fome  of  them, 
or  their  matters,  may  have  offended  you,  and, 
like  Drawcanfir,  you  are  determined, 

Should  any  of  the  Gods  be  fo  uncivil, 

Tcull  make  that  Godfubfcribe  himfelf  a  Devil. . 

THE  next  thirty  pages  are  a  fummary  of  the 
rancour  of  your  curious  fabrication  called  reports, 
to  which  Major  Scott  and  Detector,  have  both 
ably  and  amply  replied.  I  (hall,  therefore,  very 
willingly  pafs  over  them,  to  come  to  a  part  of 
your  fpeech,  which  has  fome  little  appearance  of 
reafoning  in  it ;  and  that  is  where  you  ftate  the 
conduct  of  the  Company  towards  the  landed  in- 
tereft.  In  page  67,  you  fa/,  "  So  early  as  1769, 
"  the  Company's  iervants  perceived  the  decay  into 
"  which  thofe  provinces  had  fallen  under  Englijb 
"  admimjlration>  and  they  made  a  ftrong  reprefen- 
"  tation  upon  this  decay,  and  what  they  appre- 
"  hended  to  be  the  caufe  of  it.  Soon  after  Mr. 
"  Haftings  became  Prefident  of  Bengal,  the  landed 
"  intereft  of  a  whole  kingdom  was  let  up  to  public 
*'  auction.  Mr.  Haftings  fet  up  the  whole  nobi- 
"  bility,  gentry,  and  freeholders,  to  the  higheft 
"  bidders.  No  preference  was  given  to  the  an- 
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"  cient  proprietors."  I  am  forry,  Sir,  to  be  fo 
frequently  obliged  to  ufe  fuch  expreffions  as  your 
aiTertions  force  from  me  -,  but  in  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  innocence,  I  cannot  forbear  to  fpeak  plainly, 
and  mud  tell  you,  Sir,  that  the  firft  part  of  this 
paragraph  is  a  miirepreftntation,  and  the  laft  net 
the  fact. 

IN  the  year  1765,  the  grant  of  the  dewannee 
was  made  to  the  Company,  and  the  management 
of  the  provinces  was  committed  to  three  native 
minifterSi  jointly  with  Mr.  Sykes,  the  Refident  at 
the  Durbar.  Mahommed  Reza  Khan  was,  how- 
ever, both  the  oftenjible  and  efficient  minifter.  The 
fyftem  which  he  adopted  for  collecting  the  re- 
venues, was  a  very  pernicious  one  of  Coifim  Ally 
Khan's  j  but  fo  little  were  the  native  minifters 
themfelves,  acquainted  with  this  intricate  bufmefs, 
that  it  was  fome  years  before  they  either  thought  of, 
or  propofed  a  remedy  for  the  defects  of  their  plan. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  in  any  fairnefs  of  argument, 
be  called  \\-\zEngliJhadmimJiration.  In  1769,  the 
plan  of  Eng  lijh  fitpemifors  was  adopted;  and  this 
was  the  firft  interference  of  EngUJh  adminijtration  in 
the  interior  provinces.  The  Company's  own  land?, 
called  the  ceded  lands,  had  been  managed  accord- 
ing to  their  own  plan;  and  in  the  province  of 
Burdwan,  they  had  tried  the  fyftem  of  farming  for 
a  term  of  yeafs :  this  was  found  to  anfwer  fo  wefl, 
that  this  country  was  as  fine  a  garden,  as  your  fa- 
mous 
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one  of  Fyzoola  Khan,  or  the  "  exquifite 
"  fpot"  of  Tanjour.  Obferve,  Sir,  that  one  of 
thefe  '*  obfcure  young  men"  you  fo  feverely  cen- 
fure,  had  the  luperinrendance  of  this  diftrict,  and 
that  its  luperior  cultivation,  and  fertility,  pointed 
it  out  as  an  example  for  the  reft  of  the  country  to 
be  governed  by ;  and  the  Directors  repeatedly  and 
earned! y  recommended  the  fyftem  of  letting  out 
the  lands  of  Bengal  on  leafc,  on  account  of  the 
good  effects  pfoduced  by  it  in  Burdwan.  It  was 
in  confcquence  of  thefe  orders  of  the  Company, 
that  Mr.  Haftings,  when  he  became  Governor  of 
Bengal,  propofed  the  plan  of  letting  the  lands  for 
a  term  of  five  years.  This  plan  was  maturely  de- 
bated in  council,  by  gentlemen  who  had  been  ma- 
ny years  in  the  Company's  fervice.  Particular  re- 
gulations were  framed,  for  the  landholders  and 
collectors  :  A  regular  plan  for  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice  was  alfo  formed,  whereby  the  method  of 
obtaining  it  was  greatly  facilitated  to  the  lower  or- 
ders of  people :  The  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
juftice,  were  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  conduct- 
ed with  a  regularity  unknown  before  :  The  courts 
of  revenue,  were  alfo  put  on  a  better  footing  :  The 
interior  police  of  the  country  was  regulated  at  the 
fame  time,  on  the  fame  methodical  grounds :  And 
all  thefe  regulations  were  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Jaws  and  cuftoms  of  the  Hindoos  and 
Muflulmen, 
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You  fay,  Sir,  in  the  fame  page,  "  No  prefe- 
"  rence  was  given  to  the  ancient  proprietors ;  they 
"  muft  bid  againft  every  ulurer,  every  temporary 
lt  adventurer,  every  jobber  and  fchemer,  every 
*'  fervant  of  every  European,  or  they  were  obliged 
"  to  content  themfelves,  in  lieu  of  their  extenfive 
•"  domain,  with  their  houfe,  and  fuch  a  •portion  as 
"  the  ft  ate  auctioneers  thought  ft  to  affign.  In  this 
"  general  calamity,  feveral  of  the  firft  nobility 
"  thought  (and  in  all  appearance  juftly';  that  they 
"  had  better  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  this  penfion, 
"  than  continue  under  the  names  of  Zemindars, 
•"the  objects  and  inftruments  of  a  fyftem,  by 

-  "  which  they  ruined  their  tenants, 'and  were  ruin- 
*'  ed  themfelves."     You  never  are  fo  unfortunate, 
Sir,  as  when  you  come  to  faffs  ;  they  puzzle  you 
extremely  ;  they  are  fit  only  for  men  of  plain  fcnfe 
and  common  honefty,  and  are  far  beneath  the  at- 
tention of  men  of  your  fublime  ge.nius.     A  perfon 
of  plain  underftanding  would  fuppofe,  that  when 
you  aflert  the  nobility  and  gentry  were  fet  up  to 
the  higheft  bidder,  they  were  expofed  to  fale  along 
with  their  lands,  like  the  villains  of  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem.    Nothing  can  be  fo  far  from  the  truth.     The 

•  reft  of  your  affertions,    that  no  preference  was 
given  to  ancient  proprietors,  and  that  they  had  on- 
ly fuch  a  penfion  as  the  fiate  auctioneers  thought 
fit  to  allow  them,  is  equally  void  of  foundation. 
Where  the  ancient  proprietors  offered  an  adequate 
rent  for  their  lands,  they  had  the  preference.     It  was 
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the  cafe  in  the  largeft  zemindary  in  Bengal,  name- 
ly, Rajefhay*  It  was  the  cafe  in  the  inferior  ze- 
inindaries  and  talookdories  belonging  to  Moorfha- 
dabad.-j-  It  was  the  cafe  in  the  talooks  of  Kifshen- 
nagur.  It  was  the  cafe  in  the  numerous  petty  ze- 
mindaries  and  talookdories  of  Houghley.  It  was 
the  cafe  in  the  whole  of  the  provinces  of  Midnapcre 
and  Jellcjcre.  And  the  Governor  and  Council 
have  thefe  remarkable  words  in  their  general  letter 
to  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  the  3d  of  No- 
vember 1772  ;  "  The  Huzzoor  Zulahs,  and  the 
"  inferior  Zemindaries,  bordering  on  Moorfhada- 
"  bad  and  Rajefhay,  were  alfo  fettled  on  the  fame 
"  plan,  [meaning  Rajelhay,]  a  preference  being  al~ 
"  ways  given  to  the  offers  of  the  hereditary  pojfcflors, 
"  as  before  obferved"  With  thefe  authorities,  al- 
low me  to  ufe  your  own  words  ;  "  Shall  I  be  be* 
'*  lieved  in  relating  it  !  You  have,  ^Mr.  Burke 
has,)  endeavoured  to  miflead  the  judgement  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  nation,  by  a  glaring 
falfe  aflertion  In  thofe  diftri&s  where  the  Zemin- 
dars lands  were  let  out  to  farm,  the  condition  of 
the  firft  nobility,  as  you  are  plealed  to  call  them, 
was  quite  the  reverfe  of  what  your  fancy  has  paint- 
ed it.  This  plan  of  farming  took  from  them  no 
other  hereditary  right,  than  merely  transferring  the 
management  of  the  collections  to  another  hand  ;  a 
thing  that  was  frequently  done  in  the  Mogul  go- 
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ment  under  another  name,  and  almoft  univerfally 
byCoilirn  Ally  Khan.  Their  tenants  were  no  o- 
therwife  affected,  than  that  in  many  inftances,  they 
were  better  treated  than  by  their  own  Zemindars. 
If  you  underftood  the  fyftem  at  all,  you  would 
know,  that  whether  a  Zemindar  or  farmer  hold 
the  lands  from  government,  the  inferior  colkttors 
ere  never  changed.  Inftead  of  having  only  their 
"  houfe,  and  fuch  a  penfion  as  the  (late  auctio- 
"  neers  allowed  them,"  as  you  aflert,  they  had 
the  profits  of  all  their  alienated  lands,  under  various 
denominations.  They  had  their  hereditary  offices 
of  check  and  controul,  on  the  collections  of  the 
farmers.  They  had  their  allowance  for  fervants  of 
{late  :  And  they  had  an  allowance  for  their  own 
maintenance,  of  ten  per  centum  on  the  revenue, 
agreeably  to  an  ancient  eftablijhed  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try. In.  fhort,  Sir,  though  the  lands  were  leafed 
for  five  years,  inftead  of  an  annual  fettlement  be- 
ing made,  and  though,  in  a  few  zemindaries 
were  their  management  was  fuperieded  for  that 
term,  yet  the  internal  lyftem  of  collection,  was 
not  in  the  lead  deviated  from,  and  the  whole  plan 
was  regulated  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoma 
of  the  country. 

WARMED  by  the  colouring  of  your  own  pencil, 
you  proceed  with  more  than  ordinary  hear,  to  fay, 
"  Such  an  univerfal  profcription,  upon  any  pre- 
*'  tence,  has  few  examples.  Such  a  profcription, 

*'  without 


"  without  even  a  pretence  of  delinquency,  has 
"  none.  It  Hands  as  a  monument  to  aftonifh  the 
"  imagination,  to  confound  the  reafon  of  man- 
"  kind."  I  am  fure,  Sir,  I  may  fay  fuch  terms, 
on  fuch  an  occalion,  have  no  example.  They  are 
ufed  merely  to  confound  the  reafon  and  miflead 
the  judgement.  If  I  underftand  the  term  profcrip- 
tion  rightly,  it  implies  the  idea  either  of  death  or 
confifcation.  Is  there  any  thing  like  fuch  feverity 
in  the  fimple  aft  of  leafing  lands  for  five  years, 
without  infringing  any  heriditary  right  of  the  Ze- 
mindars, and  allowing  them  in  common  with  o- 
thers,  to  make  their  own  propofals*  and  granting 
them  an  ample  flipend,  if  they  did  not  choofe 
to  accept  the  terms  of  government  ?  Such  a  ma- 
nifeft  perverfion  of  term?,  fuch  a  wilful  diftortion 
of  facts,  is,  indeed,  •'  a  monument  "  of  thebafeft 
defign. 

"  I  WAS  in  a  manner  ftupifled,  by  the  defperate 
"  boldnefs  of  a  few  obf cure  young  men,  who*  hav- 
**  ing  obtained,  by  ways  which  they  could  not 
"  comprehend,  a  power,  of  which  they  faw  neither 
"  the  purpofes  nor  rhe  limit?,  tofied  about,  fub- 
"  verted,  and  tore  to  pieces,  as  if  it  were  in  the 
"  gambols  of  a  boyilh  unluckinefs  and  malice, 
**  the  mofl  eftabliJJoed  rights,  and  the  moft  ancient 
<c  and  moft  revered  inftitution  of  ages."  This  paf- 
fage  is  enough  to  ftupify  the  fenfes  of  any  man, 
who  does  not  know  the  "  defperate  faldnefs"  of  an 
D  impudent 
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impudent  faction.  Thefe  few  cbf cure  young  wen^ 
were  a  Governor  and  Council  of  nine  Members, 
with  the  prefent  Governor  General  for  their  Prefi- 
dent,  who  had  been  regularly  bred  to  the  Compa- 
ny's bufinefs,  and  had  ferved  them  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  years,  confequently  they  could  not  have 
been  very  obfcure,  nor  very  young.  The  majority 
of  them  were  well  verfed  in  the  language,  the  laws, 
and  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  moft  of  them 
had  been  employed  in  the  very  department  they 
were  about  to  regulate.  The  plan  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  thefe  gentlemen  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  was  to  aflume  openly,  the  management 
of  the  dewannee  in  the  Company's  name,  without 
any  foreign  intervention.  The  ability  with  which 
they  difcharged  this  truft,  does  honour  to  their  ta- 
lents and  induftry.  In  the  execution  of  thefe  or- 
ders, the  principal  point  of  their  duty,  \vas  the  re- 
gulation of  the  revenues ;  and  to  perform  this  pro- 
perly, their  firft  care  was  to  render  the  accounts 
of  the  revenue,  fimple  and  intelligible,  to  eftablifli 
fixed  rules  for  the  collections,  to  make  the  mode 
of  them  uniform  in  all  parts  of  the  provinces,  and 
to  provide  for  an  equal  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
Their  regulations  for  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes,' 
defined  and  explained  the  rights  of  the  tenant  and 
collector,  afcertained  the  claims  of  the  latter  pre- 
cifely  and  diftinctly,  and  put  an  end  to  many  op- 
preflive  exactions.  Their  admirable  plan  for  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  both  civil  and  criminal, 

afforded 


afforded  the  inhabitants  a  readier  accefs  to  it,  and 
gave  form  and  permanency  to  a  fyftem,  which  had 
hitherto  beenconfufed  and  fluctuating.  They  abo- 
lifhed  ail  vexatious  taxes,  of  which  there  were  ma- 
ny, both  in  revenue  and  trade.  They  inftituted  a 
new  mode  of  collecting  the  cuftoms,  to  the  great 
relief  of  every  merchant  and  inhabitant  of  the  king- 
dom. In  fhort,  though  this  was  one  of  the  firft 
works  of  reformation  in  a  new  government,  and  a 
novel  department,  yet  the  plan  was  fo  maturely 
confidered,  io  judicioufly  arranged,  and  fo  wifely 
framed,  that  it  obtained  the  admiration  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  Minifters  and  Directors  ;  and  was  noc 
only  the  bafis  on  which  a  future  adminiftratiort 
founded  their  conduct,  but  a  guide  to  the  govern- 
ment of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and 
your  great  Lycurgus,  Mr.  Francis. 


four  fuccteding  pages,  are  filled  with 
much  illiberal  abuie  :  many  injurious  afperfions 
are  caft  on  fome  particular  gentlemen,  and  hints 
of  fraud  and  concealment*  are  thrown  out  againft 
the  whole  of  the  Company's  government.  The 
perfonal  invective  may  perhaps  be  anfwered  more 
particularly  by  fome  of  the  parties  at  a  future  time  •, 
for  the  prefent  I  will,  in  juftice  to  the  characters 
of  fome  of  thefe  much  injured  abfent  gentlemen, 
defend  them  from  the  foul  infinuations  you  have 
urged  againft  them.  Your  words  are,  "  The 
"  whole  fubordinate  Britifh  adminiftration  of  re- 
D  2  venue, 
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"  venue,  was  then  vefted  in  a  committee  in  Cal- 
"  cutta,  all  creatures  of  the  Governor  General." 
This  committee,.  Sir,  whom  you  have  fo  wantonly 
infulted,  confided  of  the  following  members : 
Mr.  David  Anderfon,  Mr.  John  Shore,  Mr.  Charles 
CroftSy  Mr.  Samuel  Charters,  Mr.  John  Evelyn. 
Thefe  gentlemen  have  ferved  the  Company  from 
thirteen  to  fixteen  years,  with  credit  to  themfe.lves, 
and  fidelity  to  their  mailers.  Some  of  them  are 
poffefled  of  eminent  talents.  Mr.  Anderfon's  con- 
dud  as  an  AmbafTador  to  the  Mahratta  ftates,  is 
an  ample  and  confpicuous  proof  of  this  ;  and  I 
am  fure  Mr-  Francis  will  give  teftimony  to  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  abilities  of  Mr.  Shore.  Mr.  Crofts  has 
had  repeated  aflurances  of  approbation  from  his 
fuperiors,  for  his  accurate  difcharge  of  the  import- 
ant office  of  accountant-general  to  the  revenue  de- 
partment, for  the  fpace  of  ten  years.  Mr.  Char- 
ters and  Mr.  Evelyn,  are  both  well  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  the  country,  and  the  nature 
of  the  revenues.  They  are  all  the  fons  of  gentle- 
men, and  all  their  characters  are  the  characters  of 
gentlemen.  They  have  always  preferved  an  un- 
fullied  reputation  ;  and  their  nice  fenfe  of  honour 
and  independence,  would  make  them  fpurn  at  the 
degrading  idea  of  being  the  creature  of  any  man, 
however  high  his  llation,  with  as  much  indigni- 
ty, as  they  will  defpife  the  author  of  fo  bafe  a 
calumny. 

You- 
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You  conclude  thefe  indecent  reproaches  of  the 
government  in  the  following  malignant  terms : 
"  In  effect,  Sir,  every  legal  regular  authority  in 
"  matters  of  revenue,  of  political  adminiftration, 
"  of  criminal  law,  of  civil  law,  in  many  of  the 
"  mofl  efiential  parts  of  military  difcipline,  and  in 
"  opprefiive,  irregular,  capricious,  unfteady,  ra- 
"  pacious,  and  peculating  defpotifm,  with  a  direct 
*c  difavowal  of  obedience  to  any  authority  at  home, 
"  and  without  any  fixed  maxim,  principle,  or  rule 
"  of  proceeding,  to  guide  them  in  India,  is  at 
"  prefent  the  (late  of  your  charter  government 
**  over  great  kingdoms."  As  you  have  dwelt 
much  on  •«  plans  of  concealment,"  "  obfcure  and 
"  filent  gulphs,"  "  thickeft  Ihades  of  night," 
"  clandeftine  government,"  and  made  frequent  ufe 
of  thefe  dark  and  gloomy  phrafes,  to  the  great 
terror  (as  you  hope)  of  many  an  honeft  man's 
imagination,  I  will  endeavour  to  difpel  the  fears 
you  have  created,  by  a  fimple  narrative  of  this  in- 
ternal government,  of  which  you  have  drawn  fo 
hideous  a  picture ;  and  I  am  not  without  hopes, 
that  a  "  plain  tale  may  put  you  down.*' 

IN  the  year  1765*  Lord  Clive  obtained  the 
grant  of  the  dewannee,  which  is  the  office  of  the 
minifter  who  fuserintends  the  lands  and  collections. 
Several  circumftances  concurred  to  make  his 
Lordfliip  over  rate  the  importance  of  the  acquifi- 
tion,  and  the  value  of  the  gift.  He  conceived  it 
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to  be  an  inexhauftible  mine  of  wealth,  and  not 
knowing  the  extent  of  its  riches,  he  thought  them 
unbounded.  I  will  do  his  Lordfhip  the  juftice  to 
lay,  that  I  believe  he  meant  not  to  deceive  the 
Company,  but  was  deceived  himfclf.  Hence  it 
happened,  that  in  a  few  years,  when  the  fprings  of 
this  vaft  fource  began  to  fail,  the  Company  and 
the  nation  readily  adopted  the  idea  of  mifmanage- 
ment,  and  by  a  very  eafy  afTociation,  concluded  it 
was  the  fault  of  Englifh  government.  Prejudice 
and  envy  carried  the  notion  ftill  further,  and  the 
terms  of  rapacity  and  oppreflion,  were  indifcrimi- 
nately  ufed,  without  caring  about,  or  enquiring, 
into  the  juftnefs  of  the  application.  It  was  deemed 
impofiible,  that  the  riches  of  fuch  a  kingdom  as 
Bengal,  mould  fail  fo  foon ;  and  as  peculation  and 
corruption  were  boldly  afferted  to  be  the  caufes, 
few  or  none  gave  themfelves  the  trouble  to  afk 
for  any  other.  Thefe  prejudices  have  been  rather 
ftrengthened  than  abated  fince  that  period,  and,  I 
fear,  like  the  force  of  habit,  have  increafed  by  in- 
dulgence. Certain  it  is,  however,  that  the  feeds 
of  thofe  evils,  which  began  to  mew  themfelves 
foon  after  the  acquifition  of  the  dewannee,  had  been 
fown  long  before  the  Englifh  interference  ;  and 
unfortunately  for  them,  fome  general  confequences, 
that  muft  have  happened  in  the  common  courfe 
of  things,  were  thought  to  be  the  particular  effeds 
of  their  miiconducT:, 

I  HAVE 


I  HAVE  already  proved,  from  the  teflimony 
of  two  *hiftorians,  that  when  we  came  into 
pofieffion  of  thefe  provinces,  they  had  been  rava- 
ged by  foreign  invafions  and  civil  wars  -,  that  an- 
cient eftabli foments  had  been  overthrown,  and  the 
country  groaned  under  every  fpecies  of  domeftic 
confufion.  This  confufion  predominated  more  in 
the  department  of  the  revenues,  than  any  other: 
And  from  the  invafion  of  Nadir  Shah,  to  the  time 
I  am  fpeaking  of,  "  §new  taxes,  under  new  names, 
"  were  invented,  which  the  landholder  was  oblig- 
"  ed  to  levy  on  the  tenants.'*  The  laft  Nabob, 
Cofiim  Ally  Khan,  had  the  character  of  an  able 
financier,  and  a  fevere  collector  \  but  he  was  a 
cunning,  rather  than  a  wife  ftatefman ;  and  he 
procured  an  increafe  of  revenue,  more  from  the 
fear  of  his  ftrictnefs,  than  the  wifdom  of  his  plans. 
One  of  his  meafures  was  the  appointment  of  au- 
mils,  who  were  his  own  immediate  officers  of  col- 
lection. Some  of  them  had  a  joint  power  with  the 
Zemindars,  and  fome  had  a  power  totally  indepen- 
dent of  them  ;  but  in  all  cafes,  they  had  a  perni- 
cious influence.  The  native  minifters,  or  rather 
Mahommed  Reza  Cawn,  who  had  the  fuperinten- 
dance  of  the  collections,  feem  not  to  have  been 
aware  of  the  evils  of  this  fyftem  for  a  confiderable 
time.  This  may  in  fome  meafure  be  accounted 
for  j  becaufc  the  bufinefs  of  the  revenue  was  in- 
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tricate,  and  Mahommed  Reza  Cawn  hirnfdf,  was 
not  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  the  detail  of  it, 
,as  to  know  its  particular  defects.  In  the  year 
1769,  thefe  aumils,  who  were  moft  of  them  adven- 
turers from  Pf.rfia,  were  pretty  J  loudly  com- 
plained of,  as  the  authors  of  great  oppreffion,  and 
the  failure  of  the  revenues  became  a  matter  of  fe- 
rious  confideration.  Mr.  Verelft,  who  was  then 
the  Governor,  having,  in  his  own  fuperinten- 
dancc  of  a  province,  proved  the  good  effects  of  fuch 
a  controul,  and  having  feen  it  in  other  inftances  in 
the  Company's  own  lands,  firft  adopted  the  ide'a 
of  fending  Company's  fervants  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country,  under  the  title  of  fupervifors: 
And  this  is  properly  the  era  of  Englifo  adminijlra~ 
(ion.  In  juftice  to  the  ftrvice,  and  a  fet  of  gen- 
tlemen in  that  fervice,  who  have  been  much  in- 
jured by  very  fevere  and  unjuft  reproaches,  I  wifh 
it  to  be  remarked,  that  the  decay  of  the  provinces 
had  proceeded  from  extraneous  caufes,  and  that 
theevils  complained  of,  arofe  from  a  number  of 
circumftances,  with  which  they  had  no  connec- 
tion, and  for  which  they  could  not  be  at  all  re- 
fponfible; 

THE  confequeaces  of  thofe  wars  and  invafions, 
before  fpoken  of,  were,  that  many  rich  ftreams, 
through  which  wealth  flowed  into  Bengal,  had  been 
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dried  op.  Raw  (ilk,  cloths,  and  other  manufac- 
tures, to  a  vaft  amount,  were  difperfed  as  far  as 
Guzurar,  Lahore,  and  even  Ifpahan,  before  the 
irruption  of  Nadir  Shah  :  And  Mr.  Verelft  has 
flared,  from  the  cuftom^houfe  books  of  Moor  (ha  - 
dabad,  that  nearly  70  lacks  of  rupees  were  brought 
into  the  provinces,  for  the  purchafe  of  raw  filk 
alone.  To  this  importation  of  wealth,  mirft  be 
added  full  as  much  from  all  the  European  nations, 
and  merchants  at  Bufibrah  and  other  places ;  the 
greateft  part  of  which  had  been  put  a  total  flop  to 
before  our  government  exifted.  But  this  was  not 
the  lead  evil ;  for  this  great  influx  of  wealth,  which 
jiad  been  poured  into  the  kingdom,  and  was  the 
ftock  on  which  it  maintained  itfelf,  was  drained 
off  by  larger  channels  than  it  had  flowed  in.  *It 
has  been  computed,  that  Cofiim  Ally  Khan  rob- 
bed the  country  of  near  five  millions  fterling,  in 
Jewells  and  fpecic.  China,  Madrafs,  and  Bombay, 
were  fupplied  from  Bengal,  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent. The  King's  tribute,  and  the  expence  of  a 
brigade  at  Allahabad,  were  alfo  great  fums  loft  to 
circulation.  So  that  from  theie,  and  other  con- 
current caufes,  a  rapid  diminution  of  the  riches  of 
the  country,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

THE  internal  management  of  the  country,  had 
been  very  defective  for  many  y  ears,  as  I  have  al- 
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ready  Ihewn ;    and  it  was  in  this  diftracted  and 
untoward  fituation  of  affairs,  that  the  fupervifors 
were  fent  into  the  provinces,  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  caufes  of  thofe  evils   which  exifted  in  the 
collections,  and  to  point  out  the  means  of  correc- 
tion.   The  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  thefe 
important  ftations,  did  honour   to  their  nomina- 
tion.    Much   ufeful   information    was    obtained 
from  their  refearches,  and  many  abufes  were  de- 
tected by  their  vigilance.     They  opened  the  way 
to  future  improvements,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  more   regular  fyftem.     This  was  all  which 
could  be  expeded  of  them  in  the  (hort  time  of 
their  adminiftration ;    for    notwithftanding    their 
great  diligence,  they  had  fo  many  artifices  to  de- 
tect, and  fo  many  intricacies  to  unravel,  that  they 
were  unable  to  do  more  than  point  out  the  abufes 
they  difcovered,  leaving  the  correction  of  them  to 
more  mature  plans,  which  time  alone  could  effect. 
The  great  objects  of  their  appointment,  and  the 
moft  defirable  end  to  be  obtained  by  it,  were  to 
find  out,  if  poffible,  the  methods  by  which  the  poor 
tenant  was  opprefled,  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  the 
colle&ors,  and  the  embezzlements  of  them  and  the 
Zemindars.     Government  conceived,  that  it  was 
defrauded  of  its  juft  dues  on  the  one  hand,  whiHt 
the  tenants  were  opprefied  on  the  other,  by  unau- 
thorized   exactions  •,  and  on  this  hinge  turns  the 
great  art  of  collection  j  for  if  the  rates  which  the 
Zemindar  fiiould   pay  to  government,  could  he 

well 
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well  fixed,  and  the  exact  rent,  with  the  articles  on 
which  it  was  railed,  precitely  afcertained,  the  mo- 
tive for  concealment  of  the  real  value  of  the  lands 
by  the  Zemindar,  and  the  means  of  oppreflion  in 
the  collector,  would  be  removed.  We  mall  fee 
how  nearly  the  plans  in  Mr.  Haftings's  govern- 
ment, have  accomplifhed  thefe  purpofes. 

IN  the  year  I772>  when  Mr.  Haftings  came  to 
the  government,  the  fettlement  [which  you  have 
fo  unjuftly  arraigned,  took  place.  *A  prelimi- 
nary ftep  to  its  formation,  was  a  thorough  invefti- 
gation  of  diverfe  complex  articles,  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  collections  by  the  Nabobs,  in 
order  that  luch  might  be  deducted  from  the  rent 
roll,  as  appeared  mojl  opprejfn-e  to  tie  inhabitants. 
-f  Another  wife  meafure  of  the  Council  was,  to  en- 
deavour to  afcertain  the  claims  on  the  inhabitants 
precifely,  and  alfo  the  value  of  the  land.  Hence 
it  appears,  that  at  the  very  outfet  of  the  bufmefs, 
they  (truck  at  the  root  of  concealment  and  opprej/ion* 
and  began  the  work  of  reformation  by  the  belt 
poffible  method.  I  cannot  elucidate  the  fubject 
better,  nor  do  them  more  juftice,  than  by  quoting 
their  own  words  to  the  Court  of  Directors  on  the 
occafion. 


*Gencral  Letter,  dated  the  sd  of  November,  1772.        flbid. 

"  THOUGH 


"  *THOTJGH  feven  years  had  elapfed  fince  the 
"  Company  became  pofleflcd  of  the  dewannee, 
*'  yet  no  regular  procefs  had  ever  been  formed  for 
"  conducing  the  bulinefs  of  the  revenue.  Every 
"  zemindary,  and  every  talook,  was  left  to  its 
"  own  particular  cuftoms.  Thefe,  indeed,  were 
"  not  inviolably  adhered  to.  The  novelty  of  the 
'*  bufinefs  to  thofewho  were  appointed  tofuperin- 
"  tend  it,  the  chicanery  of  the  people  whom  they 
"  were  obliged  to  employ  as  their  agents,  the  ac- 
"  ci dental  exigencies  of  each  diftrift,  and  not  un- 
"  frequently  the  juft  difcernment  of  the  collector, 
"  occafioned  many  changes.  Every  change  add- 
*'  ed  to  the  confufion  which  involved  the  whole, 
"  and  few  were  either  authorized  or  known,  by 
<c  the  prefiding  members  of  the  government*  The 
"  articles  which  compofed  the  revenue,  the  form 
<c  of  keeping  accounts,  the  computation  of  time, 
"  even  the  technical  terms,  which  ever  form  the 
*'  greateft  part  of  the  obfcurity  of  every  fcience, 
"  differed  as  much  as  the  foil  and  productions  of 
**  the  province.  This  confufion  had  its  origin  in 
<c  the  nature  of  the  former  government.  The 
"  Nazims  exacted  what  they  could  from  the  Ze- 
"  minilars  and  great  farmers  of  the  revenue,  whom 
"  they  left  at  li  berty  to  plunder  all  below,  referv- 
*5  ing  to  themfelves  the  prerogative  of  plundering 
".  them  in  their  turn,  when  they  were  fuppoled  to 

^General  Letter,  dated  the  3 d  of  November,  1772. 
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"  have  enriched  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
*£  country.  The  Mutfuddies,  who  ftood  betwef n 
•'  the  Nazim  and  the  Zemindars,  or  between  them 
'*  and  the  people,  had  each  their  refpedtive  (hares 
"  of  the  public  wealth.  Thefe  profits  were  confi- 
"  dered  as  illegal  embezzlements,  and  therefore 
"  were  taken  with  every  caution  which  could  infure 
"  fecrecy  ;  and  being  confequently  fixed  by  no 
*'  rule,  depended  on  the  temper,  abilities,  or 
"  power,  of  each  individual,  for  the  amount.  It 
"  therefore  became  a  duty  to  every  man,  to  take 
"  the  mod  effectual  meafurcs  to  conceal  the  value 
"  of  his  property,  and  evade  every  enquiry  into 
"  his  conduct,  while  the  Zemindars  and  other 
"  landholders,  who  had  the  advantage  of  long  pof- 
"  feflions,  availed  themfelves  of  it,  by  complex 
"  divifions  of  the  lands,  and  intricate  modes  of 
"  collection,  to  perplex  the  officers  of  government, 
"  and  confine  the  knowledge  of  the  rents  to  them- 
*'  feives.  It  will  be  eafily  imagined,  that  much 
"  of  the  current  wealth  (lopped  in  its  way  to  the 
"  public  treafury. 

"  THE  internal  management  of  each  diftrict, 
"  varied  no  lefs  than  that  of  the  whole  province. 
ct  The  lanuls  fubject  to  the  fame  collection,  and  -in- 
"  termixed  with  each  other,  were  fome  held  by 
"  farm,  fome  fuperintended  by  fhicdars,  or  agents, 
"  on  the  part  of  the  collector,  and  fome  left  to  the 
?  Zemindars  or  Talookdars  themfelves,  under 

"  various 
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<c 'various  degrees  of  controul.  The  firft  were 
"  racked  without  mercy,  becaufe  the  leafes  were 
*e  but  of  a  year's  ftandin  g,  and  the  farmer  had  no 
*'  intereft  or  check,  to  reftrain  him  from  exacting 
*'  more  than  the  land  could  bear  :  the  fecond  were 
"  equally  drained,  and  the  rents  embezzled,  as  it 
"  was  not  poffible  for  the  collector,  with  the 
"  greateft  degree  of  attention  on  his  part,  to  de- 
"  tect  or  prevent  it.  The  latter,  it  may  be  fup- 
"  pofed,  were  not  exempted  from  the  general  cor- 
"  ruption  ;  if  they  were,  the  other  lands  which 
*c  lay  near  them,  would  fuffer  by  the  emigration 
"  of  their  inhabitants,  who  would  naturally  feek 
"  refuge  from  oppreffion,  in  a  milder  and  more 
"  equitable  government. 

"  SUCH  was  the  ftate  of  your  revenue,  when 
"  your  commands  were  received  by  the  Lapwing, 
"  and  happily  removed  the  difficulties  which  op- 
"  pofed  the  introduction  of  a  more  perfect  fyftem, 
*c  by  abolifhing  the  office  of  Naib  Dewan,  and  au- 
'*'  thorizing  your  adminiftration  to  afilime  openly 
"  the  management  of  the  dewannee  in  your  name, 
"  without  any  foreign  intervention. 

46  IN  the  execution  of  theft-  your  intentions,  the 
"  points  which  claimed  our  principal  attention, 
**  as  will  appear  by  the  above  defcription,  were 
<c  to  render  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  -Jimple  and  in* 
"  telligible,  to  eftallift  fixed  rules'  for  the  colleftions* 

*'  to 
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"  to  make  the  mode  of  them  uniform  in  ajl  farts  of 
"  the  province,  and  to  provide  for  the  equal  admiflra- 
'*  tion  of  juftice" 

IN  order  to  fecure  the  inhabitants  in  the  quiet 
pofiefiion  of  their  lands,  and  to  prevent  the  exac- 
tions heretofore  levied  upon  them,  the  Governor 
and  Council  then  formed  regulations  for  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  Zemindars,  farmers,  and  tenants, 
and  eftablifhed  certain  rules  for  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice.  Thefe  regulations  were  replete  with  good 
fenfe,  and  difplayed  fuch  an  intimate  knowledge 
on  the  fubject  of  the  revenues,  that  they  have 
ever  fince  been  conftantiy  referred  to,  for  informa- 
tion and  inftruction.  Soon  after  they  had  con- 
cluded the  fettlement  of  the  lands,  they  adopted  a 
new  mode  of  managing  them.  They  divided  the 
provinces  into  fix  grand  divifions :  Each  divifion 
was  compofed  of  a  certain*  number  of  diftricls, 
and  the  charge  of  it  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
Chief  and  Council.  Their  duty  was  to  receive  the 
collections  from  the  Zemindars  or  hesd  farmers,  to 
enquire  into  all  complaints  that  might  be  made  of 
a  deviation  from  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  to  adjuft  any  difputed  claims  or 
accounts  between  the  Zemindar  and  his  collectors, 
or  between  the  collectors  and  the  tenants,  if  the 
Zemindar  himfelf  did  not  redrcfs  them,  and  to  ad- 
minifter  juftice  in  all  cafes  of  revenue  and  property. 
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THIS  eftablimment  lafted  about  eight  years ; 
that  of  fupervifors  or  collectors,  had  continued 
three  ;  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  time,  there  was 
fcarcely  a  fpecies  of  abufe  in  the  collections,  vvhicfc 
had  not  been  referred  to  them,  and  of  courfe  af- 
forded an  inllance  of  almoft  every  evil  and  its  re- 
medy. 

THE  Zemindars  of  every  diftrict  had  reprefenta- 
tives  in  Calcutta.  The  Provincial  Councils  were 
obliged  to  fend  their  proceedings  to  the  Supreme 
Council  every  month,  and  every  man  in  every  vil- 
lage knew,  that  he  might  go  either  to  the  one  or 
the  other,  for  a  redrefs  of  any  grievance  he  had  to 
complain  of.  The  number  of  cafes  conftantly  re- 
ferred to  the  Provincial  Councils,  and  the  appeals 
made  to  the  Supreme  Council  at  Calcutta,  have 
fo  completely  expofoi  and  laid  open  all  this  myf- 
tery  of  collection,  the  value  of  the  lands  has  alfo 
been  fo  nearly  afcertained  from  a  variety  of  local 
inveftigations,  and  all  the  intricacies  of  fraud  'and 
embezzlement  in  the  native  collectors,  have  been  fo 
accurately  traced  out,  that  a  perfon  in  London 
(to  ufe  your  own  phrafe)  may,  by  reading  the 
Company's  records,  be  a  competent  judge  of  what 
has  been  done  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahary 
and  Orifla. 

THE  great  purpofes  of  afcertaining  the  value  of 
the  lands,  and  detecting  the  various  abufes  of  the 

collections, 


collections,  being  thus  nearly  accomptifhed,  all 
oppreflive  taxes  being  abolifhed,  and  the  revenues 
actually  defined  and  clearly  explained,  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  and  his  Council  chofe  that  fit  opportunity  of 
recalling  the  Provincial  Councils,  and  fixing  the 
feat  of  collections  at  Calcutta.  This  particular  de- 
partment they  as  wifely  committed  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  feparate  Board,  who  have  handfome  fa- 
laries  allowed  them,  and  are  fworn  not  to  take  any 
other  emoluments  than  the  avowed  allowance  of 
office.  The  Zemindars,  or  head  farmers,  now 
make  all  their  fettlements  with  this  Board  (fubject 
to  the  controul  and  approbation  of  the  Supreme 
Council)  at  the  Prcfidency,  amidft  a  numerous 
body  of  people,  both  Europeans  and  natives,  all 
acquainted  now  with  the  nature  of  the  revenues^ 
and  many  of  them  with  the  value  of  the  very  lands 
fo  let.  Is  this  a  plan  of  concealment  ?  All  theif 
accounts  of  every  kind,  afe  regularly  kept  i  They 
are  liable  to  check  and  controul  in  various  offices. 
Is  this  like  an  obfcure  and  filent  gulph  ?  Every 
Member  of  Council  may,  if  he  pleafes,  inform 
himfelf  of  the  various  articles  of  revenue  j  and 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  kingdom,  who  may  not, 
if  he  is  defirous  of  it,  lay  his  complaints  before 
him.  Is  this  no  means  of  detecting  fraud  and 
or  mifmanagcment  ?  The  Zemindars  now  make 
their  own  agreements  in  their  own  lands,  and  are 
no  longer  fubject  to  the  interference  of  either  Eu- 
ropean or  Pcrfian  collectors.  Neither  are  they 
E  any 


any  Icnger  afraid  of  increafmg  demands  from  go- 
vernment,?orof  any  arbitrary  impofitions  on  the  re- 
venue :  It  is,  therefore,  their  intereft  to  encourage 
cultivation,  and  protect  their  inhabitants.  If  any 
of  their  tenants  are  aggrieved  by  the  farmers  to 
whom  the  lands  are  let,  they  apply  to  them  for 
rediefs,  and  they  can  appeal  to  Calcutta,  if  they 
are  not  fatisfied.  The  plan  of  the  criminal  courtr, 
is  an  ancient  eftablimment,  or  in  your  emphatical 
term,  a  revered  injlitution^  revived  5  and  the  civil 
courts  of  juftice,  are  regulated  on  a  more  extenfive 
fcale  than  they  were  before,  which  renders  the  ac» 
cefs  to  them  flill  more  eafy. 

THIS  is  a  very  fummary  and  imperfect  Iketch 
of  the  many  admirable  regulations  and  improve- 
ments in  the  management  of  the  revenues,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Company's  records  •,  and 
whoever  wifhes  to  meet  with  ample  information 
on  this  fubject,  will  there  find  it ;  and  will  alfo 
find,  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  all  you 
have  afierted,  of  filent  gulphs,  thickefl  fhades, 
and  plans  of  concealment.  If  any  Member  of 
Parliament,  mould  by  chance  meet  with,  and 
read  this  performance,  I  hope  it  will  be  an  hint 
to  him,  not  to  truft  to  bold  afienions  in  the 
Houfe,  nor  believe  them  the  more  for  their  being 
made  by  a  member  of  any  particular  committee. 
I  hope  alfo,  it  may  fuggeft  to  him  an  idea  of  the 
nccefiity  of  th^t  doctrine,  which  was  fo  frequently 
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prefifed  on  the  Houfe,  namely,  prove  the  abufc 
before  you  confent  to  punifh  it. 

AND  now,  Sir,  having  remarked  on  as  much 
of  your  fpeech,  as  1  have  time  or  patience  to  attend 
to,  permit  me  to  exercife  a  little  of  that  fort  of 
freedom,  in  which  you  have  indulged  yourfelf 
rather  licentioufly,  both  on  bodies  of  men,  and 
individual  characters.  Allow  me  to  enquire,  if 
your  public  conduct  has  been  fo  guided  by  that 
drift  rule  of  morality,  and  fo  fquared  by  that  ex- 
act mode  of  faith  which  you  profefs,  as  never  to 
have  infringed  "  the  covenant,  the  folemn,  original 
"  indtfpenfable  oath,  in  which  you  are  bound  by  the 
"  eternal  frame  and  conjlitution  of  things,  to  the  whole 
"  human  race?"*  Let  me  then  afk  you,  Sir,  if 
you  do  not  take  afolemn  oath,  that  you  are  bon& 
Jide  pofiefied  of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year,  when 
you  take  your  feat  in  Parliament,  and  whether 
you  always  have  poflefled  that  qualification,  ever 
fince  you  had  your  feat  in  Parliament  ?  Let  me 
afk  you,  if  you  did  not  protect  and  reftore  to  of- 
fice, a  public  defaulter,  giving  as  a  reafon  to  the 
Houfe  for  fo  doing,  that  it  was  on  account  of  his 
great  knowledge  of,  and  capacity  for  bufmefs,  in 
that  office  ?  and  whether  in  a  little  time,  you  did 
not  take  a  folemn  oath,  that  you  believed  him  to 
be  infane,  and  incapable  of  any  bufmefs,  from  a 

*YidcMr.  Burke's  Speech,  page  67. 
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period  that  was  previous  to  your  aforefaid  public 
declaration?  Have  you  ever  gambled  .in  the 
(locks;  and  has  your  conduct  therein,  ever  been 
the  fubjecT  of  legal  proiecution  ?  Have  you,  in 
any  inftance  of  your  life,  indulged  a  malevolent 
property  (you  feem  to  have)  and  depreciated  the 
character  of  an  abfent  perfon  ?  And  upon  a  friend 
ofthatperfon  being  informed  of  the  liberty  you 
had  taken,  and  expoftulating  with  you,  did  you 
not  come  to  a  fatisfadory  explanation  ?  Perhaps 
a  little  felf  examination  of  this  kind,  may  induce 
you  to  "  bear  your  faculties  more  meekly,"  and 
learn  you  to  think,  that. the^  Company's  fervanrs 
are  not  the  only,  perfons  in  the  world,  who  want 
reformation* 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  Sfc. 


r  U  E     END. 
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